MINUTES OF THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS HOUSING AUTHORITY MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 18, 2017 AT 5:30 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

MADAM CHAIR: Tonita Gurule-Giron
COMMISSIONERS: Ember Davis
David Romero
Vince Howell

Barbara Casey
David Ulibarri Jr.

ALSO PRESENT: Carmela Martinez, Housing Director
H. Chico Gallegos, City Attorney

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Madam Chair Gurule-Giron asked Commissioner David Ulibarri Jr. to offer the moment of
silence. Commissioner Ulibarri asked for prayers for a family member that passed away last
week. One of the employees, Angelo Alirez’ girlfriend passed away. Commissioner Ulibarri
asked everyone to keep them all in prayer.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Barbara Casey made a motion to approve the agenda as is presented.
Commissioner Ember Davis seconded the motion.

Madam Chair Gurule-Giron asked for a roll call. Roll call was taken and reflected the following.

Commissioner Barbara Casey Yes
Commissioner Vince Howell Yes
Commissioner David Ulibarri Jr. Yes
Commissioner David Romero Yes
Commissioner Ember Davis Yes

Barbara Padilla re-read the motion and advised the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Barbara Casey made a motion to approve the minutes of December 21, 2016.
Commissioner David Ulibarrri Jr. seconded the motion.

Madam Chair Gurule-Giron asked for a roll call. Roll call was taken and reflected the following.



Commissioner Vince Howell Yes

Commissioner David Romero Yes
Commissioner Ember Davis Yes
Commissioner Barbara Casey Yes
Commissioner David Ulibarri Jr. Yes

Barbara Padilla re-read the motion and advised the motion carried.

PUBLIC INPUT
None at this time.

PRESENTATION - FINANCE

Natasha Martinez-Padilla, Finance Specialist presented the Housing Revenue and expenditure
report through December 31, 2016. 50% of the year has lapsed. The revenues are right in line
where they should be. As mentioned at the last meeting, the HA did get in a double amount in
December for the Operating Subsidy. That put the HA at 53%. For Housing’s other income,
the HA is still way ahead on that. The HA will be doing a budget adjustment as bills are
received. Finance Specialist Martinez-Padilla stated the transfer is not recorded but it was
received in the Capital Funds. The actual cash transfer will take place in January. For
expenditures, the employee expenses were below budget at 48%. Operating Expenses are at
35%. There are a couple of projects that the HA will be using out of the operations, so they
will see that increase. In total the HA is at 41% at half the year.

HOUSING DIRECTORS MONTHLY REPORT

Housing Director Carmela Martinez stated that she included in the Commissioners packet HUD's
summary of the U.S. Housing & Urban Development accomplishments for 2015-2016, and the
2017 Trump Administration Transition Report from NAHRO which contains their
recommendations. Director Martinez stated there are a lot of programs that the Transition
Report talks about with regard to HUD and everything that they do. One of the interesting
things is how enormous public housing is with 1.7 million people in need of affordable housing.

Director Martinez said that back in August, she and Mrs. Martinez-Padilla attended training in
Albuquerque on Fair Housing & Reasonable Accommodations, put on by Nan McKay &
Associates. In 2 days, they had to learn an entire training book. She stated they had to go
page by page of book and then take a test.

Director Martinez presented a certificate to Natasha Martinez-Padilla, Fair Housing and
Reasonable Accommodations Specialist, which states: Be it known that by this certificate, that
Natasha Martinez-Padilla has fulfilled the certification requirements of Nan McKay & Associates,
Inc. and NMA University, by successful completion of the Fair Housing & Reasonable
Accommodation Examination.

Director Martinez stated that this is a big accomplishment, and is under the Civil Rights Act, and
Title VIII of the Fair Housing Act. Director Martinez presented the certification to Mrs. Martinez-
Padilla. Director Martinez explained that Mrs. Martinez-Padilla scored a 75% on General Fair
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Housing Principles. Under the Reasonable Accommodations section she scored an 85.71%. On
Physical Accessibility she scored 100%. On Limited English Proficiency Guidance she scored an
87.5%. On VAWA (Violence Against Women Act) she scored 100%, and Protected Classes in
Public Housing Community Obligations she scored 76.9%. The Mayor, Commissioners and City
Manager congratulated Mrs. Martinez-Padilla for her accomplishments.

COMMISSIONERS REPORT

Madam Chair Gurule-Giron stated they had confirmed the new Housing Advisory Committee
(HAC) members to the Housing Department and from there, it is her understanding that the
HAC branched out to about 22 other members. Madam Chair Gurule-Giron asked Director
Martinez to explain to the commission how the new Housing Committee is going to work.
Director Martinez explained that what HUD prefers, is that the Housing Authority is a part of the
community’s housing needs and the LVHA will have representation as a resource for low and
very low income families. Director Martinez stated that within the Housing Authority we do not
have a Housing Advisory Committee, but rather a Resident Advisory Board (RAB). The RAB is
made up of residents within the HA. They are the ones to help give suggestions and
recommendations, on an advisory level. The HAC is made up of members of the community.

Madam Chair Gurule-Giron asked, for consistency, do they need to bring that committee to the
council for approval. Richard Truijillo, City Manager responded to the Governing body, stating
that the HAC which council approved is still in place. What they did was create a sub-
committee. They invited different representatives from Highlands University, the schools, and
anyone else who has something to do with any type of housing that might impact them in some
way. He stated that about 22 people have been asked to be part of that sub-committee. The
reason why the HA will not oversee that, is because it was recommended by HUD that the
committee address housing as a whole, as a city, and not directly affiliated with HUD.

Commissioner David Romero asked Director Martinez when the piece of fence will be replaced
on Church Street. Director Martinez stated she believes the fencing is currently on order.
Finance Specialist Natasha Martinez-Padilla responded stating the supplies have been ordered.
The Maintenance Department will be doing this work. A four foot deep trench needs to be dug
out by hand. With the weather being as cold as it is, the ground has been frozen. Once the
weather gets a little bit warmer, the fence will be repaired.

Commissioner Howell stated he thought we did have a Housing Advisory Committee (HAC).
Madam Chair Gurule-Giron stated yes we do. Commissioner Howell said he was told there was
no longer a HAC. He stated he was on the committee and he understood the mayor had taken
him off. Madam Chair Gurule-Giron stated yes, and she had made a public statement that she
removed all the Council from any committees to avoid or eliminate any possible conflict of
interest.

EXCUTIVE SESSION/CLOSED SESSION
Director Martinez stated there is no need for Executive Session at this time.

ADJOURN



ADJOURN

Commissioner Barbara Casey made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner David
Romero seconded the motion.

Madam Chair Gurule-Giron asked for a roll call. Roll call was taken and reflected the following.

Commissioner David Ulibarri Jr. Yes
Commissioner Ember Davis Yes
Commissioner David Romero Yes
Commissioner Vince Howell Yes
Commissioner Barbara Casey Yes

Barbara Padilla re-read the motion and advised the motion carried.
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